[Current status of antenatal diagnosis & perinatal medical network].
Antenatal diagnosis has undergone an explosion of growth in the last decade. This has revolutionized the practice of fetal medicine. Ideally, the antenatal diagnosis of congenital anomalies should improve antenatal counseling, it may also affect the timing, site, and method of delivery and potentially allow for intrauterine surgical correction. Paradoxically worse outcomes, however, have been observed in cases of some anomalies such as diaphragmatic hernia and omphalocele. Most of them combined premature birth and/or low birth weight with associated lethal anomalies: the combination almost inevitably led to mortality. In order to reduce the mortality, new approaches will be required for such anomalies in the future. Perinatal medical network will also be important to promote a closer association between perinatal medicine and perinatal surgery.